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Paris by Segway
By Doug Whiteman, The Associated Press

PARIS — | had expected to visit tourist attractions
during my vacation in Paris. It just had never occurred to
me that | would be one.

Say Segway:
The Sobierau
family from
Chicago tours
the Louvre
museum in
Paris.

By Jacques Brinon, AP

Yet there | was, being waved at and having my picture taken
by other tourists in the City of Light as | rolled past the Eiffel
Tower, crisscrossed the Seine and glided through the

courtyards at the Louvre — on a motorized Segway scooter.

Segways look odd, like souped-up furniture dollies balanced
on a pair of oversized wheels. They've endured skepticism
and a government recall. And they're expensive, at about
$4,500 each. But in Paris, they provide a very cool and oh-
S0-21st century way of seeing one of the premier historic
capitals of Europe.

"Touring around on Segways added a whole new dimension
to the city and to our perspective as tourists," said Mary Ann
Schaefer, 55, who lives in suburban Cleveland. "Now we
could gaze as we rolled instead of as we strolled."

The Segway excursions are offered by City Segway Tours of
Paris, whose owner and employees are transplanted
Americans. The company, which also has Segway tours in
Nice, started out five years ago giving bike tours; its bike
operation is called Fat Tire Bike Tours. It expanded into
Segways in early 2003, a decision made easier by the fact
that France is friendly to Segways.
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Deal Hound

In France, a person on a Segway is considered a pedestrian,
said David Mebane, who owns City Segway Tours. "If a
pedestrian can go in a park, then typically | can go in a park
with the Segways. 1t® not a problem."

My Segway tour began with instruction. About a half-hour of
training is typical. We were told that the machines take their
cues from the distribution of the rider® body weight. You
move forward by leaning onto the balls of your feet and move
backward by shifting your weight onto your heels. To stop,
you balance somewhere in between. You steer by twisting a
handlebar control.

If you go ...

Segway tours: Paris Segway
Tours are given by City Segway
Tours every day at 10:30 a.m. now
through Nov. 30, and every
evening at 6:30 p.m. now through
Oct. 31. The tours run four to five
hours. There are no day tours on
July 25, and no night tours on June
21 or July 14. The same company
offers Segway tours of Nice.

Cost: $85 per person, payable
in cash or traveler's checks. A
reservation is required, along with
a 50% deposit, which can be paid
online, via PayPal.

For more information: Go to
www. parissegwaytours.com or call
(011) 33-1-56-58-10-54 from
outside France.

| took my tour shortly
before Segways were
recalled by the U.S.
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Consumer Product
Safety Commission.
Some people had fallen
off and gotten hurt when the batteries ran low and the
scooters could no longer remain upright. The Segway
company has since offered new software to warn when
battery power is running down, and City Segway Tours
has installed the upgrades.

To see other great deals ¢

So are Segways safe? "Absolutely,” Mebane says. It®
like cars, he said: "A car by itself is inherently not
dangerous, but if you put a driver who doesn®know
what he® doing, it can be a dangerous thing."

Standing on a Segway and trying to will it to move
where | wanted, at a speed | was comfortable with, was
strange and scary at first. But in minutes, it was almost
second nature. While my group practiced by tooling
around a small playground, we learned about the
scooter® equivalent of mild, medium and hot: different
plastic-and-metal keys that set the top speed. We

began with the black key that keeps the machine cruising at no more than 6 mph. Later, we
kicked things up to the yellow key, which tops out at 9 mph. There® also a red key, for
speeds up to 12.5 mph. But we won®concern ourselves with that one — not on the crowded

walkways of Paris.

Our Texan tour guide, Allison Imel, also provided some practical information for dealing with
the locals. If we@e asked how a Segway works, we can answer with a simple, "Electronique,”
or "C@st magique!" And we are warned that we might encounter some taunts of "Lazy
Americans!" because the French don®understand why someone would ride around Paris
instead of walking. But all the people we came in contact with were friendly.
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After practicing our turns and stops, as well as trickier maneuvers such as going up and down
curbs and spinning completely around, we were off to see the sights. Mike® daytime Segway
trips cover about five miles; nighttime tours go a little farther.

For our night tour, we begin by cruising past the Eiffel Tower. However, for the first part of the
ride, seeing sights took second place to remembering how to steer, keep clear of pedestrians,
and avoid collisions with fellow Segwayers. Also, there were occasional camera-toting
tourists to smile and wave for — always with the right hand, never with the left, which steers.

We passed a field of soccer players who stopped to applaud. Imel told us they do that every
night. We made a couple of Seine crossings using footbridges, breezed past the Place de la
Concorde and around the Louvre, and brushed the edge of the Latin Quarter.

It felt like a Disney virtual-reality ride, except that we controlled the action — and this was the
real thing.
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At the halfway point, we stopped near Notre Dame to recharge our batteries, literally and
figuratively. Standing on the Segway and having to keep my weight on both feet for a couple
of hours was exhausting in its own way, and my feet were numb.

For the return trip, our tour group felt much more confident. We were ready to insert our

yellow keys and see more of what the scooters could really do. | couldn't help thinking of
those old cruise line commercials with Kathie Lee Gifford crooning, "If they could see me
now," as | coasted along the sidewalks of Paris at the faster pace.

Eventually we circled back to the Eiffel Tower, near the Segway office. This time, we posed
for our own photographs, including the obligatory "Look Ma, no hands!" Segway shot.

We had become very comfortable on our Segways P just in time to turn them in.

Copyright 2004 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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