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Tou r ist s ar e on  a  r o l l   
By Bret  Schulte  

' Be prepared to becom e a tourist  at t ract ion in and of yourself,"  warns David Mebane, owner of 
City Segway Tours, as I  step onto the gyroscope-guided future of urban sightseeing. Too late. 
Other visitors are snapping photos of us, and m uch of the luncht im e crowd near the Nat ional 
Archives building in downtown Washington, D.C., stares at  the sm all tour group teetering on 
Segways. 

Two years after the space-age two-wheeler 
was int roduced, Segway HT s ( for hum an 
t ransporter)  are as rare a sight  as solar-
powered cars. That 's changing in cit ies from  
Paris to Vancouver, Canada, where the 
$3,000-plus vehicles have found one 
enthusiast ic cohort :  tourists. An HT rental can 
help t ravelers get  closer to the sights than a 
bus would, while sparing the fat igue of a 
walking tour. The novelty of r iding the hipster 
vehicle is an added bonus- -and burden. 

Last  year,  Mebane added several Segways to 
his bike tour business in Paris.  The Segway 
rentals took off, so he branched out , start ing 
tours in Nice on the Riviera, New Orleans, 
Chicago, and Washington, where four-hour 
tours of the Nat ional Mall run twice a day at  

$65 a person. 

Mebane, an enterprising 29-year-old from  Aust in,  equips us with earpieces so we can hear about  
the sites. But  this group cares m ore about  the wheels than about  the White House. When Marcia 
Keely, 68, from  Monterey, Calif., saw the Segway tour, she prom pt ly told her husband, Lee, " I 'm  
not  leaving D.C. t ill we do that ."  Two wom en from  Australia joke that  they cam e to the United 
States just  to r ide a Segway after bad weather thwarted their efforts to take an HT tour in Paris.  

Mebane prom ises, "You' ll be pros in two m inutes."  The HT wobbles as I  steady m yself. Leaning 
forward or backward sets the Segway in m ot ion. Turns are made with an up or down twist  of the 
left  handlebar. At  the two-minute mark, everyone is m oving, but  we hardly look like pros. I t  took 
me a couple of hours to m aster the vehicle. 

Page 1 of 3USNews.com: Tourists are on a Segway roll (10/11/04)

10/5/2004http://www.usnews.com/usnews/issue/041011/misc/11diversions.htm



 

Cod e r ed . We wear br ight  bicycle helm ets. No Segway- related fatalit ies have been reported, but  
Mebane says there have been som e spills.  Another precaut ion:  A color-coded ignit ion key locks 
our speed at  less than the 12.5-mph, red-key m ax. We roll down the pedest r ian-clogged 
Pennsylvania Avenue using the black key that  sets a 6-mph m axim um . 

I 'm  thankful we have a guide. Negot iat ing curb cuts and crossing busy st reets require skill and 
nerve. Gawking pedest r ians, choppy sidewalk, and- - in security -conscious Washington- -concrete 
barr iers are everywhere. We were allowed to r ide in high-securit y areas, such as outside the 
White House. An added bonus:  You can see over other tourists. 

We st retch at  every stop;  the Segway saves your feet - -but  your legs could get  t ired from  
standing. And for  all it s agility,  the Segway is a bit  obt rusive. Pedestr ians get  pushed aside by it s 
wide berth and shaken by it s knack for sneaking up, which m ight  m ake testy locals even less 
fr iendly toward tourists. I n fact , HTs are banned on sidewalks in som e places- - including San 
Francisco and New York City.  

Near the end of the tour, an excited tourist  leaps in m y path to snap a picture, rem inding m e that  
I 'd rather be the tourist  than the at t ract ion. 

Th e Gu id e  

Segways can be rented for unsupervised use at  $30-$50 an hour in som e tourist  dist r icts. Beware 
daylong rentals:  HT bat ter ies last  only six hours. Guided tours can help you st ick to the best  
paths.  

Ci t y  Seg w ay  Tou r s www.citysegwaytours.com  (877)  734-8687. Tours of Paris, Nice, New 
Orleans, Chicago, and D.C. 

Flo r id a Ev er - Gl ides www.flor idaever-glides.com  (941)  363-9556. Glide through histor ic 
downtown Sarasota, Fla., and its bayfront  park. 

W al t  Disn ey  W or ld  www.disneyworld.com  (407)  939-8687. Epcot  Center offers m orning tours. 
Sorry, k ids, m ust  be 16 and up. 

Hu m an  on  a St i ck  www.hum anonast ick.com  (952)  888-9200. Travel the Minneapolis r iverfront .  
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Ads by Goooooogle

We Sell Segway 
Worldwide
Export to any 
country. Always in 
stock. I Series from 
£2195 + VAT
www.planetmoto.co.uk

CD Tourists
Tout l©univers 
Musique Ench
CD à 
www.ebay.fr

City Tourist 
Attraction
Find and book 
popular city tours 
and sightseeing 
activities wordwide
viator.com

Walking Buenos 
Aires
Citytour caminando 
por la ciudad una 
forma diferente de 
ver Bs As
www.lossantostour.com.ar
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