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QUALITIES OF LIFE 

See the USA (at 
least our corner of it) 
on a Segway 

While you view the downtown sights, 
you can also be one 
 
By Allan Johnson 
Tribune staff reporter 
Published June 27, 2004 
 
Segways are cool! 
 
Don't believe the anti-hype about the motorized 
scooter-like contraption that is the lure for a new 
tour of the city's lakefront, which is scheduled to 
begin Thursday. 
 
City Segway Tours, which started in Paris last year, subsequently added Nice, France, and is slated to 
operate in New Orleans and Washington, D.C., among other cities, will scoot around Chicago's 
Millennium and Grant Parks and the Museum Campus. 
 
The tour is not cheap: $65 will be the asking price for the roughly 2 1/2-hour excursion. Still, some may 
think that pales in comparison to the price one's dignity may pay for riding around on a Segway.
 
You may have seen a few people in Chicago tooling around on one--standing upright on the gizmo, 
wearing a bicycle helmet and looking for all intents and purposes like Poindexter T. Geek-Face while 
people stand, point, stare and scream. 
 
Well, maybe they don't scream, but you see where I'm coming from. 
 
"The gawk factor is high, high," said Kathryn Lake, operations manager for City Segway Tours
 
But a few factors should equal a high success rate for the Segway tours, based on the abbreviated two
hour trek I took recently. 
 
Ease. The Segway, whose technology allows users to balance on two wheels while standing on a 
platform, is easy to operate. 
 

  Sear ch :       
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Lake, who will initially go on every tour (tours start at 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. seven days a week through 
November), spent 15 to 20 minutes showing me and a few others how to work the thing. 
 
You easily balance your body weight to go forward and backward either quickly or slowly (Lake will have 
users going 5 miles per hour, although there is an 8 m.p.h. setting). And the controls are simple.
 
"Trust the machine," Lake said, which is sound advice. 
 
Curiosity. While we were going through basic training at Millennium Park's Park Grill (the tours will 
operate from the Adler Planetarium), people kept coming up and scoping out the Segways (eight will be 
available for use on the tours). Some asked Lake about them and, in turn, about the tours. 
 
So even though some people think they're too cool to ride one, they may be outnumbered by those 
interested in taking a spin. 
 
Fun. Segways are so entertaining to ride that you won't have time to be self-conscious about looking 
geeky on them. 
 
They maneuver surprisingly well. You will have to navigate around people walking on the sidewalks, and 
crossing the street caused me a little trepidation. Good guide that she is, Lake positioned herself to hold 
up any oncoming traffic. 
 
But you just have a blast zipping along walkways and bike paths where there is little traffic. And the more 
you ride, the more comfortable you become. 
 
At one point, I rolled up on part of a sidewalk ledge, causing the Segway to tip to one side a bit. I just 
leaned my body slightly to compensate (going on one leg for a millisecond), and I handled it like a 
champ! 
 
The city. Chicago is one of the most beautiful cities in the world, and besides the tour being an excuse to 
ride a Segway, the Segway is a wonderful excuse for taking in that beauty. 
 
"It's a great way to see Chicago at a brisk walking pace," Lake said. 
 
Obviously tourists will be intrigued, but some Chicagoans already aware of our treasures may want to 
rediscover them. 
 
The day I went with Lake was marvelous--sunny with hardly a cloud in the sky. There was a slightly chilly 
breeze, but that didn't blunt the sparkling visions of the skyline, Buckingham Fountain and Grant Park.
 
Because Millennium Park is still undergoing the last of its construction, Lake had to concentrate on Grant 
Park, which still isn't too shabby. 
 
We went from the cafe, which is between Madison and Washington Streets, through the park and up to 
Roosevelt Road. 
 
Will City Segway Tours-Chicago be for everyone? Not for those who aren't fans of standing for prolonged 
periods (Segways are only a few steps from motorized wheelchairs, so seats would be obnoxious for the 
able-bodied). My legs got a little tired near the end of the two hours. 
 
Daredevils will be enticed to move up to 8 m.p.h., but that might disrupt the overall flow of the tour.
 
And, of course, you'll have to deal with those unenlightened to the joy of the Segway itself. 
 
One guy we passed on Michigan Avenue waited until we were what he might have thought was a safe 
distance before shouting, "Lazy [buns]!" 
 
What my unsuspecting friend didn't know is that I had become so adept at using the Segway that I could 
have whipped around on a dime, flown at him at 8 miles an hour and smacked him upside the head 
before he literally knew what hit him. 
 
Ain't modern technology grand? 
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---------- 
 
For more information, visit www.citysegwaytours.com, or call 877-SEGTOUR. 
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